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NIV,

Is your love declared in the grave,

your faithfulness in Destruction?
"NASB;

Will You perform wonders for the dead?

Will the departed spirits rise and praise You?

I5E G ol9f & A Y= WS e AL7E? vhekol At
A B A 7HEs A7 Hdo] AW AE H(Elberfeld)} FE 9(Luther
Bibel)> F ol&& Abolol “oder’E AMg3tal Aok AAL2= 9 (King
James Version) = Yol A 53 o] Y EE 5L “or" g A&
she W 72 E "ok

radgE,

Wirst du an den Toten Wunder tun?

Oder werden die Gestorbenen aufstehen, dich preisen?
F$E;

Wirst du denn unter den Toten Wunder tun,

oder werden die Verstorbenen aufstehen und dir danken?
AR N EaY

Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave?

or thy faithfulness in destruction?
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radwjd g,

ob du wirklich mein Sohn Esau bist oder nicht!

'NASB;

whether you are really my son Esau or not.
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41) B. Janowski, Der Gott des Lebens, 233.

42) ¥l nl, Al A 6:6;30:10; 115:17; A} 38:18; Al & 17:27-28.

43) C. Barth, Die Errettung vom Tode in den individuellen Klage- und Dankliedern des Alten
Testaments, Mit zwei Anhdngen, einer Bibliographie und Registern neu herausgegeben von B.
Janowski (Ziirich: Theologischer Verlag, 21987), 93.

44) WL, H. Gese, Tod, 41-45.
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66 (2005), 1-4.
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47) B. Janowski, De Gott des Lebens, 226-229.

48) B. Janowski, Der Gott des Lebens, 232. Bl 1L, D. Michel, “Ich aber bin immer bei dir. Von der
Unsterblichkeit der Gottesbeziechung”, D. Michel, ed., Studien zur Uberlieferungsgeschichte
alttestamentlicher Texte, TB 93 (Giitersloh: Christian Kaiser, 1997), 155-179, 53] 159. o] 2] g+
B2 WA (D. Miche)oll =™ 27FA] A o= Yetdt) 7|4 4-54 7] AF3] A A
2 BA Y] HAHA A sk} FA, o] 22t 9 shbd of9 o] AlE S ¢A| Rt dutH
Ql &elol what Aoprte thEk ArEEo] AET 4hS FHsH At o] WE ol st
ol BTt A& YFHY A 1 ALY Ao g A& EVHAEA At «nt
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49) B. Lang and C. Mc Dannell, Der Himmel. Eine Kulturgeschichte des ewigen Lebens (Frankfurt
a. M.: Peter Lang, 1996), 17-25, H] 3; Lang, “Leben nach dem Tod”, NBL 2 (1995), 599-601
und im AnschluB an Lang: Bieberstein, a.a.0., 13ff, Bl 2. B. Janowski, “Jenseitsvorstellungen
1127, “RGG, Bd. 4 (2001), 406-407; Bl 3L, B. Janowski, Der Gott des Lebens, 226-227.

50) D. Michel, “Ich aber bin immer bei dir. Von der Unsterblichkeit der Gottesbeziehung”, 159.
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51) B. Janowski, Der Gott des Lebens, 209.
52) 1. Lee, Der Streit um das Gottesbild des leidenden Israeliten, 186.
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<Abstract>

Is Psalm 88:11-13 a Rhetorical or General Question?

Il-rye Lee
(Seoul Theological University)

In the studies, we relate verses 11-13 to theological translation, and understand
it as a rhetorical question. We are able to examine a general tendency in these
studies where researchers saw the enemies’ comprehension of God in verses 5-6
as the main theological topic in Psalm 88. The suffering of the poet is seen as
death. The poet gets redeemed through a suffering like death, but not through
actual death.

Therefore, the suffering poet approaches the monotheistic understanding of God
in the whole body of Psalm 88. Through the new comprehension of the ancient
world after death controlled by might from a different area, his monotheistic idea
takes shape. The question in verses 11-13 contains “JHWE does not carry out any
miracle to the dead, the dead does not rise up to praise god.”

The article analyses whether the continuous questions in verses 11-13 should be
understood as rhetorical questions through the structure that forms Psalm 88.
Verses 11-13 are a “fork-formed statement”. In verse 11, this fork-formed
statement forms a general question with the interrogative 17 and 2% And not only
in verse 11, the following verses of 12-13 also suggest the possibility of a general
question through a particular structure.

In midst of suffering, the poet adheres to his belief in God, and entreats eagerly
for salvation and a new recovery. In his entreaty, only God can provide the
inevitable intervention for salvation from the world after death or recovery from
his suffering. Furthermore, the salvation through God refers to salvation not only
from the death (von Tod) but also in death (in dem Tod).

We must therefore reconsider whether it is appropriate to translate verses 11-13
of Psalm 88 rhetorically in Korean and other language Bible translations. For as
we observed, verses 11-13 of Psalm 88 are an interrogative clause. The poet
asserts the theological subject of ‘God’s authority after death’ based on the poet’s
new understanding of monotheistic ideology.

In addition, only through appropriate translation of verses 11-13 of Psalm 88,
we are able to understand the poet’s monotheistic faith which is expressed at the

climax of the entreaty that salvation comes only through God.
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